
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $2.5 MILLION FOR FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM IN WESTMINSTER &amp;amp; ASHBURNHAM

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressmen John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $2.5 million for a Forest Legacy Program to protect ecologically significant and productive forest land of the Southern Monadnock Plateau in Westminster and Ashburnham.

  The funding was included in the fiscal year 2007 Interior, Environment Appropriations bill, which was approved by the House on May 18. Olver is a member of the Interior, Environment Appropriations Subcommittee and secured the funding.

    "Development poses an increasing threat to our nation's forestlands," Olver said. "Intact forests supply timber products, wildlife habitat, soil and watershed protection, aesthetics, and recreational opportunities. However, as these areas are fragmented and disappear, so do the benefits they provide. The Forest Legacy Program will help protect the integrity of this area and maintain its scenic beauty for generations to come."

  Under the Forest Legacy Program, private-public partnerships use conservation easements to protect some of the best remaining wildlife habitat facing increased development pressure.

  The area is under imminent threat due to increasing development pressure; however, 70 percent of the two-town area remains forested, providing a rare opportunity for substantial conservation. The project includes easements on 19 tracts encompassing 2,272 acres of forestland, headwater streams of the Millers and Nashua Rivers, and 3.3 miles of the Midstate Trail. The project is within the Quabbin to Cardigan Corridor (Q2C), a bi-state initiative to protect contiguous forest blocks in Massachusetts and New Hampshire.

   The project is part of a multi-year effort of the Massachusetts Department of Conservation &amp; Recreation, Ashburnham Conservation Trust, North County Land Trust, and the Towns of Ashburnham and Westminster to protect a network of protected forestland, linking more than 15,000 acres of state, municipal and land trust properties in Massachusetts and New Hampshire.

For more information, please contact Michael Fleming, Forest Legacy Program Coordinator, DCR (978)368-0126 x114.
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